
02/05/2024 © ExSyn Corp  |  All rights reserved.  |  www.exsyncorp.com 1

N E W S

ECHA: More work needed on safety, sustainability

The first joint Europe-wide assessment of the 

drivers and impact of chemical pollution by the 

European Environment Agency (EEA) and the 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) has 

concluded that, despite progress in some areas, 

“more work is still needed to reduce the impact of 

harmful substances on human health and the 

environment”. Key findings include:

* The transition towards safer and more sustainable 

chemicals is progressing in some areas but just 

getting started in others

* Action by authorities and industry has supported 

minimising and controlling the risks from several 

groups of hazardous chemicals. Efforts are ongoing 

to increase knowledge on chemical hazards and 

support risk management action where needed

* There has been little evidence of progress 

towards eliminating substances of concern from 

waste and secondary materials. This is a barrier to 

the transition towards a more circular economy

* Emissions of certain chemicals to water and air 

have fallen following specific EU regulations and 

international actions, but further measures are 

needed to reach concentration levels that are not 

harmful for human health and the environment. 

Emissions from industry still lead to major damage 

to both

* Human biomonitoring offers the opportunity to 

understand exposure to chemicals from multiple 

sources and thus health risks associated with 

chemical pollution. As such, it forms a key tool to 

measure the effectiveness of chemicals legislation

The report established that the use of the most 

harmful chemicals (in carcinogenic, mutagenic 

and reprotoxic (CMR) chemicals) is still growing 

albeit slower than the overall market. More needs 

to be done to avoid the use of substances of 

concern and to implement the principles of the 

safe and sustainable by design (SSbD) 

framework. The shift in that direction must be 

accelerated.
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