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N E W S

Will Baltimore bridge collapse hit global supply chains?

In the early hours of March 26, the Singapore-

flagged ship Dali, loaded with 5,000 containers, 

slammed into Baltimore’s Francis Scott Key Bridge, 

causing the 1.6-mile (2.5-kilometer) bridge to 

collapse in a matter of seconds. The Dali was 

departing for Colombo when the disaster struck. 

Initial fears were confirmed that half a dozen people 

lost their lives in the accident.

The blockade of vessel traffic at the crucial Port of 

Baltimore in the US after the collapse of the Francis 

Scott Key bridge could have a ripple effect chiefly 

on the global automotive vehicle and coal supply 

chain as operations at the port are expected to 

remain shut for months. 

This comes close on the heels of major shipping 

disruption such as the Red Sea crisis and the 

drought in the Panama Canal that has already hit 

over one-third of the global goods trade at a time 

when WTO has predicted weak upward momentum 

in trade in 2024.

Along with being the top U.S. port for autos, 

Baltimore is also the nation’s furthest inland port. 

For cars, it would make sense to expect some 

degree of disruption with the No. 1 port out of 

commission, at least along the East Coast. To the 

extent that the average American notices supply 

chains, interruptions will be minimal to nonexistent, 

experts interviewed for this story said. There will be 

added costs and delays in diverting traffic to other 

ports, but logistics professionals are likely 

scrambling to minimize the impacts.

In the near future, ships are likely to be diverted to 

other major ports on the East Coast, all of which 

are larger than Baltimore’s and have the capacity 

to handle an increase in traffic.

People who are in supply chain are good at being 

resilient, or they’ve become good at being resilient 

since the pandemic, at least. So, they’ll continue 

to move it around until they find a way to go 

without a problem. However, each of these steps 

is going to add cost. And so, it is one more 

disruption.
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